
 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMIT @ 2017 CLEANTECH FORUM  

Monday January 23, 2017 1.00-4.30pm 

 

Next Generation Innovations for the Electricity Industry 
 

What is it? 

 

New this year, we will be hosting an invite-only afternoon Executive Summit prior to the official start of the 15th 

Cleantech Forum San Francisco – in partnership with our parent company, Enovation Partners (EP) and in 

collaboration with sponsoring partner, NestLabs 

 

Channel your inner entrepreneur and come be a start-up for a day (well, an afternoon) and join a fun, interactive 

“Shark Tank” style session, exploring what the next generation of innovations in the utility sector might look like. 

 

Who will be there? 

 

It is a limited seating Executive Summit – bringing together utility executives, investors, innovation companies, 

and other stakeholders in the power industry ecosystem.  

 

It is a pre-event, by invitation only session, albeit any Forum attendee can apply for a place through 

forurms@cleantech.com. Allocation of places will be made on a rolling basis to achieve a mix and variety of 

perspectives, with priority to be given to relevant corporations, investors, innovation companies, and other CTG 

and EP clients. 

 

How it work and run?  

 

Dan Gabaldon of Enovation Partners  will open the session by providing some provocative ideas on the electricity 

industry’s future and some scenarios of what different utility models might start to look like as the 2002’s unfold 

and as we get closer to 2032 (in deference to the Forum’s 15th (Crystal) anniversary). 

 

This opener will provide the context for the main activity of the afternoon, a team-based game to come up with 

“killer” start-up ideas for the power industry in the 2020s. The larger group will be sub-divided into  teams who will 

be challenged to develop a start-up concept for the 2020’s, based on their views of how the sector will evolve over 

the coming decade. 

 

Each team will get to present their start-up idea to a judges panel of former or current utility executives – namely, 

Jim Rogers (former CEO Duke Energy); Greg Gorski (EVP Innovation & New Business, ENGIE) and Bert 

Valdman (Formerly SVP & Chief Strategy Officer, Edison International , now CEO Optimum Energy).They will 

share their reactions to the teams’ “pitches”. All participants will also have the chance to allocate some capital 

across the various start-up ideas. We’ll see which ideas end the day with the most seed capital.   

mailto:forurms@cleantech.com


The Provisional Agenda 

 

 

1.00-1.15pm Welcomes and Opening Words from the Co-Hosts 

 

1.15-1.45pm  Thoughts on the possible paths of the utility and the electricity industry in the 2020’s   

 

Dan Gabaldon of Enovation Partners  will open the session by providing some provocative ideas 

on the electricity industry’s future and some scenarios of what different utility models might start 

to look like as the 2002’s unfold and as we get closer to 2032 (in deference to the Forum’s 15th 

(Crystal) anniversary). 

 

Dan Gabaldon, co-founder and director, Enovation Partners 

 

1.45-2.45pm  Time for the groups to discuss and agree on a start-up idea for the 2020’s  

 

This opener will provide the context for the main activity of the afternoon, a team-based game to 

come up with “killer” start-up ideas for the power industry in the 2020s. The larger group will be 

sub-divided into some teams who will be challenged to develop a start-up concept for the 2020’s, 

building on the different utility models Dan outlines. 

 

2.45-3.45pm  Time for the presentation of the Start-Up Ideas  

 

Each team will get to present their ideas to a judges panel of former or current utility executives – 

namely, Jim Rogers (former CEO Duke Energy); Greg Gorski (EVP Innovation & New 

Business, ENGIE) and Bert Valdman (Formerly SVP & Chief Strategy Officer, Edison 

International , now CEO Optimum Energy). 

 

3.45-4.00pm  Break 

 

To give the judges time to confer, discuss and decide, and for all participants to make their capital 

allocation across the various ideas. 

 

4.00-4.30pm Judgment Time!   

 

Each of the judges will let us know how, based on the time available and their view on how the 

electricity world might be in the 2020’, they would allocate their capital towards these next 

generation start-up ideas. 

 

Which idea received the strongest backing will be announced at the end. 

 

 

4.30pm+   The End 

 

Once the formal agenda has finished, participants will have some time for milling and mixing, to 

develop conversations further informally, and to meet and swap cards.  

 

At 5pm, all are welcomed to the official opening plenary session of the Forum, and to the 

opening reception at 6pm. 


